'IN COMMON PRACTICE'
less, while in the higher castes in the rural areas the
age for marriage of girls is slightly higher. In
the town areas the age has gone up a little higher,
and 12 may be taken as the general age. It is usual
for these girls to be married to husbands who are
mostly yet within their 'teens/ and as a general
rule, they become mothers ordinarily at 14 or 15
years of age.1

In conclusion, it is obviously impossible to arrive at
absolute figures of the age at which Hindu girls are
married. The Ceiisus figures indicate that over 45 per
cent, of them enter the Married state by their fifteenth
year. Other authorities would indicate that a much
higher percentage of the Hindu girls are given in early
marriage. The text of the Census, again, declares that
among the great majority of the Hindu peoples, mar-
riage is consummated at or immediately after puberty,
and other authorities offer additional substantiating
testimony. Finally, the laws of human nature, together
with the absolute property right given by the Hindu
code to a husband over his wife, point to consumma-
tion and therefore to a wife's looking for motherhood
at the earliest possible moment.

But, because a girl cannot even look for motherhood
until she reaches maturity, it is important to discover
at what age the average Hindu girl attains that period.
1 London, p. 285.